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Wide appeal at West Meon
Spanish guitar, a prize-winning pianist, chamber music favourites, a baroque duo recital and a dazzling
young soprano: this year’s West Meon Music Festival, which runs from the 8th to 11th of September is
sure to appeal to a wide range of music lovers.
The festival, now its twelfth year, was founded by the Primrose Piano Quartet – one of the UK’s leading
chamber ensembles – who regularly invite their musician friends to join them for the event, held in
three beautiful Meon Valley churches. This year’s eight concerts include four solo or duo recitals,
favourite works for chamber ensembles and a late night introduction to Schoenberg.
“It’s always a joy to share the festival with our various guests,” says Andrew Fuller, the Quartet’s cellist
and festival musical director, “and we’re delighted this year that they include renowned guitarist, John
Mills; violinist Huw Daniel, who is the leader of the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment; Emanuil
Ivanov, a brilliant young Bulgarian pianist who won the 2019 Busoni International Piano competition;
and mezzo soprano Helen Charlston, who is a BBC New Generation Artist and winner of the 2018
London Handel Competition.”

Works to be performed by the Primrose include piano quartets by Beethoven and Mozart and
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Trio. They will be joined by string players, Jonathan Martindale, Norbert Blume and
Kirsten Jenson in several pieces including Brahms’ String Sextet in G major and Schubert’s much-loved
last chamber work, the String Quintet in C.
As in previous years the festival will be raising funds for The Rosemary Foundation, which operates a
“hospice at home” service in Hampshire.
The candlelit evening concerts include a glass of wine or soft drinks. Coffee & biscuits or tea & cakes
are served at the other concerts. Concerts take place at churches in West Meon, East Meon and
Warnford and tickets are from £10 to £20, with generous discounts for students and accompanied
children. Full details can be found at www.westmeonmusic.co.uk and the box office is now open. The
West Meon Music Festival is a registered charity no. 1185082.
The Primrose Piano Quartet is one the country’s leading ensembles and its acclaimed discography
includes classical favourites as well as many unjustly neglected works by early 20th century British
composers. Their major commissions include piano quartets written for them by Sir Peter Maxwell
Davies and Anthony Payne. The quartet appears regularly in London at Kings Place and the Conway Hall
and has recently toured Denmark, Germany and Bulgaria. Its latest recording of the complete Brahms

piano quartets, made in Vienna on authentic pianos of the period, has been highly recommended on
Radio 3’s “Record Review”.
Susanne Stanzeleit – violin, Dorothea Vogel – viola,
Andrew Fuller – cello, John Thwaites – piano.
www.primrosepianoquartet.org.uk
Norbert Blume (viola) formerly principal viola of the English Chamber Orchestra, BBC Symphony
Orchestra and internationally renowned soloist.
Jonathan Martindale (violin) leader of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and co-founder
of the Eblana String Trio.
Kirsten Jensen (cello) prize-winning cellist and soloist, and member of the Dulcinea Quartet.

BOOK REVIEWS
Out of the Black Shadows
By Stephen Lungu and Anne Coomes, 10 Publishing, £7.99
Stephen Lungu was abandoned by his parents and grew up in a
black township near Salisbury, Zimbabwe. To survive, he slept
under bridges and scavenged food from white folks' dustbins.
As a teenager he was recruited into one of the urban gangs,
called the Black Shadows. When a travelling evangelist came to
town, Stephen decided to firebomb the event, carrying his bag
of bombs and mingling with the crowd. Instead of throwing
bombs he stayed to listen ... what followed was better than
fiction.

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
By Annie Dillard, Canterbury Press, £12.99
This much-loved classic won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1975. It
is a passionate and poetic reflection on the mystery of creation, with
its beauty on the one hand and cruelty on the other. It has become a
modern American literary classic in the tradition of Thoreau.
Living in solitude in the Blue Ridge Mountains near Roanoke, Virginia,
and observing the changing seasons, the flora and fauna, the author
reflects on the nature of creation and of the God who set it in motion.
The language is memorably beautiful and poetic, and insistently
celebratory. Just pay attention, Dillard urges throughout, and you will
find yourself 'sailing headlong and breathless under the gale force of
the spirit'.

In Every Corner Sing – the Diary of a Country Vicar
By Timothy Biles, Canterbury Press, £9.99
In the literary tradition of Parson Woodforde and Georges
Bernanos, here is the moving, wise and funny diary of a
country vicar. It raises profound questions about the
nature of ministry and the future of the church through its
gentle yet acutely observed portraits and stories. A good
summer read.
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6th August: The Transfiguration of Jesus
It’s an unusual story. One day, Jesus is with three disciples on a high mountain in Galilee, when
His appearance dramatically changes. Also, Moses and Elijah suddenly appear, and from a cloud
comes the voice of God. What is this all about?
This event was witnessed by James, Peter, and John. They were close friends of Jesus. In the
future, they were to become prominent leaders in the Early Church. They needed to see
something special that would help them remember Jesus in the difficult years ahead. They had
a glimpse of Christ in His divine glory. His face shone like the sun and His clothes turned white
as light.
While this was an extraordinary sight for the disciples, it served to encourage Jesus who once
had glory and majesty in Heaven. One day He would have it again. But firstly, He had to fulfil
His mission: to suffer on the cross and die.
Why were Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus? Moses was the giver of the Law and Elijah
represented all the prophets. They had pointed people to the promised Messiah. Jesus was
about to complete God’s plan of salvation.
God’s voice was heard to remind Peter there was no need to build shelters. They were not going
to stay on the mountain. God spoke to get the disciples to fix their attention of Jesus. The
wonder of the Transfiguration was a short interlude before Jesus had to return to His work and
subsequent death on the cross.
This story is a reminder that our times of spiritual blessing have to be followed by down-toearth commitments and responsibilities. In the same way that Jesus gave His friends a glimpse
of His awesome glory, to help them face challenging and traumatic times ahead, our special
times in His presence are provided to encourage us and equip us for the trials we may have to
face.
Our journey through life may sometimes rise to the peaks but we can’t stay on a ‘high’ all the
time – no matter how much we want it! We have to descend to face everyday challenges if we
are to fulfil our calling in Christ. From our mountain-top experiences we all need to find a balance
between times alone with God and serving Him in the company of others.
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8th September: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
In both eastern and western Churches, Mary has always been held as pre-eminent among all
the saints. The unique, extraordinary privilege of being the mother of the One who was both
God and Man, makes her worthy of special honour. Thomas Aquinas believed she was
due hyperdulia, or a veneration that exceeds that of other saints, but is at the same time
infinitely below the adoration, or latria, due to God alone.
The gospels of Matthew and Luke give Mary most mention. Luke even tells the story of Jesus’
infancy from Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or Magnificat appears in Luke 1:46-55.
The virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated in the gospels. But after Jesus’ birth, Mary
fades quietly into the background.

During Jesus’ public life, she is mentioned only

occasionally, as at the wedding at Cana. She reappears at the foot of the Cross (John’s
Gospel), and is given into John’s care. In the early chapters of Acts, Mary is with the Apostles,
and received the Holy Spirit along with them on Whitsunday. But her role was not the active
one of teaching and preaching.
Mary’s significance grew with the centuries. By the fifth century she was called Theotokos,
The Mother of God, and from the seventh century onwards, she was given four festivals: the
Presentation in the Temple (2nd February), the Annunciation (25th March), the Assumption
(15th August) and her Nativity (8th September).
Marian devotion has played an enormous role in the church down the years. Mary has been
the object of countless prayers, accredited with performing many miracles, and the subject of
thousands of artistic endeavours. She has had hundreds of chapels or parish churches named
after her. During the Reformation many images of Mary were destroyed. The Second Vatican
Council 1962 made an extended statement on her, stressing her complete dependence on her
Son, and regarding her as a model of the Church.
Principal Marian shrines of today include Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal), Walsingham
(England), Loreto (Italy), Czesochowa (Poland) and Guadalupe (Mexico).
Taken from Parish Pump: September 2018

Looking Forward … Ride and Stride 2022
Please put the date Saturday 10 September in your diary!
This Saturday is the regular date for the national Ride and Stride Day, when people are
encouraged to visit as many churches as possible. Originally, they were expected to travel on
foot, cycle or perhaps on horseback, but motor-power is also now acceptable. Participants collect
sponsors who will pay them by results, so much per church – or maybe just to take part! The
money they collect is divided between their own church and the Hampshire and the Islands
Historic Churches Trust, which gives grants and other help to churches with building needs – and
yes, both our churches do count as ‘historic’! Our two churches have taken part in this for several
years now, and we would like to do the same this year, especially as this might be the last year
for people outside the parish to visit the present St Luke’s building.
We aim to open the two churches between 10.00 and 2.00. Other churches will be open until 6.00,
and during this later period we will make provision for people to record their own visits (and to
grab a drink and biscuit). We will be putting sign-up sheets for helpers in the two churches in the
course of August, but in the meantime please let Rosemary or Anne know if you could help. In St
Luke’s, particularly, we need a minimum of two people for each hour slot.
High points in past years have been when our own members have ridden and strode themselves!
Naming names might be invidious, but one of our younger members made a brief note of what she
found special in each church, which was most interesting and highly commended by the county
organisers!
You may remember that in some past years we have combined our Ride and Stride welcoming with
holding a Big Brew coffee morning for Traidcraft at St Mark’s, raising money to help with their
wonderful work of supporting and encouraging groups of farmers and producers in the developing
world – incidentally reducing our need for separate Ride and Stride welcomers at St Mark’s!
Sadly, we can’t manage this, this year, though we will of course be providing light refreshments
for the riders and striders. It would be great if people could drop round to help us welcome our
visitors, and perhaps grab a coffee or cold drink with them.
Rosemary Dunhill, 869007, rcdunhill@gmail.com
Anne Francis, 620889, annefran@gmail.com

A Ride & Stride Welcomer 2021

