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St Luke with St Mark 
 Winchester 
 

Parish Magazine 
 
The Parish Magazine for St Luke’s with St Mark’s, in one form or another, has been available for 
as long as some of us can remember, certainly more than 50 years. Sadly, the time has come 
when the magazine will be discontinued. This is partly due to the modern methods of 
communication and the lack of suitable copy, which makes putting the magazine together a real 
challenge for the editors. We have had several editors over the years and I thank them for the 
hard work that they have put in on our behalf. 
 
This edition is therefore the last one and marks the “end of an era”. Thank you for your support 
over the years. 
 
We now publish a fortnightly Newsletter, which is e-mailed to everyone who has given us their 
contact details. If you wish to let us have your contact details, we can add you to this list. 
However, if you would like to receive a printed copy of the Newsletter. please do let us know 
and we can arrange for this to be delivered to you; there will be no charge for this. Contact the 
Church Wardens, Tom and Brian, to let them know. 
 

 
 

 

Message from the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the past five 

and a half years, whilst I have been editor of the Parish Magazine; whether you have been 

a contributor or a reader. I have really enjoyed working on the magazine during this time, 

and have had the pleasure of receiving many positive comments, as well as suggestions for 

improvements. 

Whilst this is the ‘end of an era’, it is important that, as a Parish we look at other ways 

to reach out to parishioners and those in the wider community. 

Thank you again for your support. 
 

Ali 

(Editor since 2018) 
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PALM SUNDAY: Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem 

 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the 

gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to be held. He was the 

Messiah come to His own people in their capital city, and yet He came in humility, riding on a 

young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse.   

 

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds 

into His path.  They knew His reputation as a healer, and welcomed Him.  But sadly, the 

welcome was short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put 

Him to death. On this day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm 

fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: Time to wash feet 
 
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did 
before His death: the washing of His own disciples’ feet (see John 13).  Jesus washed His 
disciples’ feet for a purpose: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through service, not 
domination, of one another.  
 
In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word 
‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command). The ceremony of the 
‘washing of the feet’ of members of the congregation came to be an important part of the 
liturgy (regular worship) of the medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in 
obedience to the example of Christ. 
 
But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first introduced the 
Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.    
 
Jesus and His close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the Passover meal 
together - for the last time. And there Jesus transformed the Passover into the Lord’s 
Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’ as He, the Lamb of God, prepared to 
die for the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took 
place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same 
time that the Passover lambs were killed.   

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

GOOD FRIDAY: Jesus and the thieves on the Cross 
 
Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of the crowd, ‘If 
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35,37,39). In their view a Messiah does not hang 
on a cross and suffer. In considering the two men who were crucified with Jesus, we are 
also confronted with the issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us. 
 
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: how can He 
save others, when He cannot save Himself from death? He failed to see that the cross itself 
was the means of salvation. 
 
So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus? 
 
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of faith. When 
challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the crucifixion: ‘this man has 
done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a 
wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember me when You come into Your kingdom’, the second 
thief confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.   
 
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you will be with Me 
in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to help the man understand His 
promise of protection and security in God’s love and acceptance eternally.  
 
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we want Him to 
‘remember’ us when He comes into His kingdom, or not? If you were to die tonight, how 
confident would you be of going to be with Jesus?  ‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God’’ (1 Peter 3:18). 

EASTER: The most joyful day of the year 
 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are 

forgiven. Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! 

Hallelujah!   
 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a 

few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their 

Christian walk with God. 



 

 

Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, and 

according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the 

Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month 

of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April. 
 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm 

dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day 

falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these two Fridays to be the most likely.   

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the 

Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise calculations are complicated and involve 

something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The 

earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. The latest is 

25th April, which last happened in 1943.   
 

Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes from 

‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come 

from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  He thought that the 

Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have confused her with the classical dawn 

goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So, Easter might have 

meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter. 
 

Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most European 

cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring.  Since eggs were 

forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way 

to celebrate Easter.   



 
 

 
 

 


